Isolation of the ERG12 gene of Saccharomyces cerevisiae encoding mevalonate kinase.
The ERG12 gene of Saccharomyces cerevisiae has been cloned by complementation of an erg12-1 mutation affecting mevalonate kinase. From the 2.8-kb insert isolated, the functional gene has been localized on a DNA fragment of 2.1 kb. The mRNA is 1.45 kb long. Gene disruption shows that the ERG12 gene is essential in yeast, both for spore germination and vegetative growth.